- Mr. Dunbar’s 
| ARTILLERY-ELECTION 
SERMON. 


i June 6. 1748. | 


Oe Se ar 


ra | 


True Fartu makes the beft Soldiers, 


A 


+ SERMON 


Preach’d before the ancient and honourable 
7 Artillery-Company, 


On their Azniverfary Meeting 


FOR THE 


Election of Officers, 
June 6" 1748. 


on Co 


» bY Samuel Dunbar, A. M. 


Paftor of a Church of Chrift in Stoughton. 


Printed for D, Hencuman in Cornbil, 1748. 


¢ e 


ee ee te ef 
<q Ses i eee ee 


ee 


True FAITH 


Makes the beft Soldiers. 


HEB. XI. 32; 3, 

> And what fpall I more fay? ae ears Lime 
would fail me to tell of Gideon, and of Barak, 
and of Sampfon, and of Jepthah, of David 
-alfo----who thro’ Faith fubdued Kingdoms---- 
waxed valiant in Fight, turned to Flight the 
Armies of thé Aliens.--- 


1p 2), 0, «0, 2, A E infpired Author of this Epiftle, + 
ls piftle, ha- 
HOORESECIECIG ving at the 38th Verfe of the preceeding 


ae paieeet Chapter, cited that noted Paflage of the 
T ee Apottle, The Fu/? frall live by Faith; in 


MRA this gives an Account of the Nature, Ne- 


oa #°S. ceffity, Ufefulnefs and Excell 
_ xcellen 
SECDACIRGS OSH Faith, and fhews of what emi assay 


vice it was to the ancient Saints, famous in the Book of 
God. 
Tt 
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Te was this, 
through the h 
culties ; 


that animated their Obedience ; carried them 
eavielt Trials ; overcame the greateft Diffi- 


moft formidable Enemies. It was this, that made the Fee- 
ble as David, and the Strong as the Angel of the Lord. It 
was this, that enabled Martyrs patiently and joyfully to en- 
dure the utmoft Cruelty of their Perfecutors, and the moft 


warlike valiant Soldiers to exceed themfelves, and do Won- 
ders againtt their Enemies, 


2] 


OF thefe lat Feats of Faith the Apoftle fpeaks in the 
Text. He mentions by Name, feveral Heroes renowned 
in the Church of God in their Day, for:their Valour and 
Vigtories over the Enemies of God’s People. The Hiftory 
of their Exploits is preferved in the facred Records, and 
Was written for our Learning and Admonition; as we 
learn from the U’e the Apoftle makes of it in this Place. 
Tn feiting down their Names, he obferves not the Order of 
Story, aiming only at mentioning their fignal A&ts of Cou- 
Tage and Conqueft, 


; In the Story we find them all, except Bara, eminent 
SB oa Fortitude. Gideon was faluted by the Angel, as 
& hace Man of Valour +-. And tho’ Barak, at the Time 
oe God called him, and put him into Commiffion of 
ey of the Army againft the Enemies of his People, 
cated {omething of a timerous Spirit 5 yet doubtlefs he 
Hen ae known to be a Man of good Courage, and there- 
Gol ae chofe him for that important Truft and Service. 
fee ordinarily to do his Work by the fitteft In- 
Valour + 8 ang btbab was known to be a mighty Adan of 
People 3 ee ae therefore courted by the Elders of bis 
Enemies aa Captain in an Expedition againft their 
andavaltian Beene was famous for his great Strength 

© Acts §. And David, when even a Youth and 


+ Judg. vi. ro, 


Judy, xvi, Yer. 52 6 


{ Judg. xi, 1, ; 


Stripling 


3 and made them more than Conquerors over their. 


' 
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Stripling, had the Courage to encounter with a Lion and a 
Bear, andthe more brutifh Goliab +; and bore the Cha- 
raéter of a mighty valiant Man, and a Man of War *. 


Thefe heroic Men in their Wars againft the Enemies of 
their People, ufed their beft Policy, and aéted their natural 
Courage: They fought valiantly, and play’d the Men for 
theirGod, and for the Cities of their God ; and they gain’d 
compleat Victories. ‘Their martial Atchievements, humane 
Reafon may be ready to afcribe to their fuperiour Courage 
and Conduét; and to look no higher: But the Apoftle 
takes not the leaftNotice of them, but afcribes them to their 
Faith only. At was their Faith gave them Courage, and 
procured them Succefs. Their Strength of Body, Forti- 
tude of Mind, and military Skill were natural Caufes of their 
Succefs: But thefe alone would never have enabled them 
to do fuch great Exploits upon their Enemies, who pefiibly 
might equal them in all the natural and acquired Accom- 
plifhments of Soldiers 5 and far overmatch them in the 
Number, Strength and Artillery of their Armics. It was 
their Faith that differenced them from their Enemies : 
This gave them the Advantage ; and was more and better 
to them, than Troops of Horfes, Chariots of Iron, and_all 
other Inftruments of War were to their Enemics: This 
encouraged their Hearts and ftrengthened their Hands : 
Made them valorous_ and viGtorious : This gave the fi- 
nifhing Stroke to their other military Qualifications, and 
was the Crown of ‘all. This infpired them with Courage 
and Refolution, made them undaunted at the Approach of 
Enemies,, intripid in the moft bloody Scenes of War, and 
valiant in Fight: This crowned their valiant Attempts with 
Succes, turned to Plight the Armies of the Aliens, thofe that 
were Aliens to their Common-Wealth, and Enemies to 
their Religion: And this enabled them to make proper 
Advantage of thelt Vietories, to fubdue Kingdoms under them, 
and make them tributary. 


Sam. xvii. 36. * Chap, xvic 18s 
1 Sa hap. xvi. 1 The 
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The proud Hearts of Men are prone to take the Glory 
of their Courage and Succefs to themfelves, as if they had 
given themfelves their Courage, and by the Might of their 
Hand alone had gotten them ViGtory : But the Holy Ghof 
attributes it wholly to their Faith, to fhew that it was all 
of God: That the wife Aan fhould net glory in his Wifdoms 


nor the mighty Adan in his Might +; But that he that glorieth © 


Should glary in the Lord t. 


Thefe Perfons here fpoken of, were all of them Leaders 
of Armies, except Sampfon, who had the Force of an Army 
in himfelf: And we find they were as famous for theit 
Paith, as for their Prowefs. Doubilefs they had many 
Soldiers in their Armies that had Faith as well as they $ 
which eave them the fame valorous martial Spirit that 
their Leaders had; and enabled them, in their Places, t? 
a& as valiantly in Battle, as their Leaders did in theit?s- 
‘© Believing and praying Commanders, at the Head of be- 


** lieving and praying Armies, have been fo owned and ho- , 


“© noured of God, that nothing can ftand before them. ”” 


The Ot/ervation from the Words, by divine Leave and 
Help to be fpoken to, may be this, viz. 


That trie Faith hes the bef Sold A volant and 
Succe/iful. ‘aith makes the bef? Soldiers, the moft 


It isa Day of War and Trouble in the Land.----Wher 
Enemies unjufly rife up againft us, and do all the Mif- 
chief they can, it is lawful and a Duty to take UP 
Arms, 
forth to War againft them. Gocd Soldiers, under God, 
are our Defence and Safety.----But what fhali the People 
of God do for goed Soldiers ?. What Method mutt be teken 
to meke our Men fuch ? --~They who have the Honour = 
beara Commiffion in the AZilitia, fhould doubtlef **¢ 


t Jer, ix, 23, 7 1 Cor i, at. Pains 


and ftand in’ our own Defence ;+ yea, and to £° ; 


mars 
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* Pains to furnifh themfelves with a good Knowledge in 


military Affairs, and then, fhould be faithful in training 
their Companies; fhould make a Bufinefs of teaching their 


_ Men the right Ufe of the Gun and Sword, and whatever 


elfe is neceflary for them to be acquainted with: And 
they fhould fee toit, that their Soldiers under Arms, keep 
good Order, and attend so their Duty.----But when Men 
have perfeéted themfelves in this Knowledge, they will be 
far from being good Soldiers, if they have not good Cou- 
rage. This is abfolutely neceffary to make a Soldier. If 
a Man had a Body as bulky as Goliah’s, a Head as wife as 
Solimon’s, and an Arny as ftrong as Samp/on’s, but a Heart 
like a Hare, Could this Man make a Soldier? What 
avail the large and branchy Horris of the Stagg, fince he 
ftarts and runs at the Bark of a Dog? 4 Coward is na 
Soldier: He cannot keep Pofleffion of his Soul, nor find 
his Hands, nor ufe his Arms, in the Time of Battle and 
Danger. 


Men have invented'and ufe-a Variety of artificial Me- 
thods ta infpire them(elves and one another with Courage : 
The Beat of Drums, the Blatt of Trumpets, and Shouting 
for the Battle ; thefe may fomewhat roufe the Spirits, and 
breed a Kind of brutal Courage, a wild and mad Fury, 
like that of the/Var-Hlor/e ; |j who faith among theTrumpets, 
Fla, ha, goeth on 10 meet the armed Men, mocketh at Fear, 
and is not affrighted ; neither turneth tack from the Sword 5 
Swalloweth the Ground with Fiercene/s and Roge, and ruthes 
into the Battle. This is falfe Courage, purely a mecha- 
nical Bufinefs: It hurries Men on precipitately into the 
Mouth of Danger, without Thought or Wit, Confide- 
ration or Condu& ; and often leaves theny when they have 
the greateft Need. It degenerates into Fear and Cow- 
ardife. It isa fudden Eluth of the Spirits, which quickly 
goes off, like the Crackling of Thorns under a Pot, makesa 
great Noife.and Blaze, but is foon over, 


Jobe xxix, 27,---= 
B 


—_  —? oe 
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True Valour, or Fortitude, is an excellent Vertue, the © 
‘Mean between Temerity and Timeroufnefs ; as the Poet ; 


fays, 
seen Courage dwells not in'a troubled Flood 
Of mounting Spirits, and fermenting Blood ; 
Lodg’d in the Soul with Virtue over-rul’d, 

Inflam’d by Reafon, and by Reafon cool’d, + 


it will not foolifhly and necdlefly run upon the Point 
of the Sword, or Muzzel of the Gun 5 nor will it thro 
Fear negle&t a Duty, nor quit a Poft becaufe of Danger. 
True Courage makes the Soldier patient in Labours, un- 
wearied in Fight, compos’d in the utmoft Confufion_of 
Battle ; bold and intrepid in the midft_of Enemies, ; The 
Thunder of the Captains, Clathing of Swords, Roaring of 
Cannon, Shouts of Enemies, Groans. of Friends, Clouds of 
Duft and Smoke, all the Terrors of War, do not in the 
leaft difcourage him. ‘The truly couragious Man will not 
Prefumptuoufly throw away his Life, nor fneckingly fave 
it) He neither wifhes for Death, nor fears it. 


This manly rational Temper of Mind is not the Eitoct 
Of Noife and Sounds only. Martial Infruments of Mulic 
may, well be ufed: .The Drum and Trumpet naturally 
tend to fire the Soul, work upon animal Nature, and breed 
aKind of Courage 5 but as Paul faid in. another Cafe, I 
Sbiw you a more excellent Way +; more rational and divines 
more accommodate to us as Men and Chriftians. 


: Wrue Courage will make Soldiers bold and daring, in- 
fpite them with the beft Courage, moft folid and lating + 
fuch a Courage as will make-them undaunted, not fearing 
the Force of their Adverfaries ; no, tho’ they be like the 


Chaldeans of old, a. bitter and hafty Nation, terrible and. 


dreadful, of a fierce Countenance and hard. L, . This 
will enasle them to ftand the Shock ie nics drive 


+ Addifon’s Campaign, 


Tt -Cor, xii, 31. goitle 
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home upon the-Foe ; and the-more fierce and furious their 
Enemies are, the more will their Faith whet up: their 
Courage, add Vigour to their Minds, and Strength to their 
Arms. This is the Wi/dom that is better than Strength, yea 
than Weapons of War : 


And Faith gives the beft Affurance of Succefs. Succefs 

goes a great Way in eftablifhing and agerandizing the Sol- 
dier’s Chara&ter. Succefs indeed'is not always a certain 
Evidence of the beft Soldier. A: moft expert and. valiant 
General, with an Army better difciplin’d, equip’d» and 
pofted, and confitting of more fturdy, refolute and bold 
Men, thro’ fome unforefeen Accident, fome unexpeéted 
Turn of Providence, the Change of the Wind and Wea- 
ther, may thro’ their too great Boldnefs, and purfuing the 
Enemy too far, loofe the Day: The Race is not always 
to the Swift, nor ‘the Battle to the Strong 3 but Time and 
Chance happens to all +. ‘There is a fecret, powerful, dver- 
ruling Providence, that determineth. Events, quite crofs 
to the natural Tendency of Things, and the rational Ex. 
pectations of Men. But true Faith gives Soldiers the bef 
Reafon to hope'they fhall be profper’d in all their Engage- 
ments againft their Enemies ; and that the Event of the 
Battle; at leaft ‘of the War, will be in their Favour. 


Now that Faith makes the heft Soldiers the moit valiant 
and fuccefsful, we learn from the Heroes in the Text. 
‘By reading the Hiftory of their Wars, we find that they 
behaved valiantly in Fight; and that their Valour was 
crowned with Succefs. “They fought with Armies vaftly 
fuperiour to theit own, in Refpeét of Numbers and mili- 
tary Accoutrements ; and yet their Enemies were not able 
to ftand before them: Yea, Kings did flee away apace. 
From the Blood of the Slain, from the Fat of the Mighty 
their Bow turned not back, nor did: their Sword rotten 
+ Eccl. ix. 16, 18. + Chap, ix. ry, 


B 2 empty. 
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empty. They feldom or ever fought 2 Battle, but they: 
gain’d a Vidfory, 


And fo it was in After-times, when, the Faith of God’s 
People was ftrong and lively. What and how many nota- 
ble Vidtories did Fudas Maccabeus win over the Enemies 
of his People? The moft puiflant Armies were unable to 
grapple with the Valour of Fudas and his Men, tho’ vaitly 
inferiour to them in Number and Arms f. It was their 
Faith in God that gave them this Spirit, Courage and 
Succefs, 


If we come down to /ater Times, we fhall find Faith 
animating the Hearts of Chriftian Soldiers in the fame 
Manner, and crowning them with Succefs. In the Hiftory 
of the Perfecutions and Wars of the Waldenfes t, a godly 
People, and full of Faith, we fee how valiantly they de- 
fended themfelves from their Enemies, tho’ they were 
but few in Number, and poorly furnifhed with Weapons 
of War ; nay, and not only defended themfelves, but ma- 
ny Times drave their numerous and enraged Enemies be- 
fore them. It was their Faith in God that made them 
thus valiant and viGtorious. ‘They were good Soldiers of 


Fefus Chriff; valiant for the Truth ; and God gave them ~ 


a Spirit and Courage that all their Enemies were not able 
to withftand. 


Should we come down to the Days and Wars of our 
Fore- fathers in this Country, we fhall fee the fame Fruits 
of Faith ? They were a holy praying Generation 5; 
Men of ftrong Faith, and eminent Piety: And their Faith 
gave them Courage againft their numerous falvage Ene- 
mies, and help’d them to the fignal Vidtories they gain’d 
over them. We may fay of them as Davia did of bis 
Anceltors : Our Fathers trufled in thee: They trufted and 
thou didj? deliver ibem, They cried unto thee and were de- 


} 1 Maccab. iii, 38,---  Fex’s As and Monuments, 
livered : 
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livared: They 1rufted in thee PEELE CO confounded +. 
Nay, fo far from. it, that they waxed valiant in Fight, and 
turned to Flight the Armies of the Aliens. 


And what was it made our Officers and Soldiers fo va- 
liant and viGtorious in the Siege of Loui/bourg, that ftrong 
and almoft impregnable Fortrefs? Was it not Faith? 
Were not many good Men, Men of Faith and Prayer en- 
gagedin it? Doubtlefs it would be a Wrong to their 
Faith, not to attribute their Courage and SuccefS to that. 


A {mall Army with great Faith, will do more than a 
great Army without Faith, tho’ it have all neceflary and 
convenient Weapons of War. ‘This we have an Inftance 
of in Abraham, that ancient renowned Believer ; he with 
his Houfhold Troops, three hundred and eighteen Men, ob- 
tained a ViGory over four Kings, who juft before had pre- 


vailed againit five Kings t. 


But what is this Faith that infpires Soldiers with fuch un- 
common Courage, and crowns them with fuch Succefs ? 


It is not a vain prefumptuous Confidence, a groundlefs 
enthufiaftic Perfwafion, arifing in the Mind from an over- 
weening Conceit of our own Goodnels, and of our peculiar 
Intereft in the fpecial Love of God: It is not any fudden 
unaccountable Impreffion and Impulfe upon the Mind, 
that God will infallibly defend us, and deftroy our Enemies. 
It is no proud vapouring Imagination, nor Satanic Delu- 
fion. ----No: 


This Faith isa rational Thing: A divine Principle 
wrought in the Soul by the Spirit of God. 


It is a firm and undoubted Belief of the Being and Per- 
feétions of Ged |, and in particular, of his Wifdom, Good- 


+ Pfal. xxii. 4, 5. £ Gen. xiv. 14,15. Context v. 6. 


_ nefs, 
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nefs, Juftice and Power: «Jt isa full Perfwafion of the 
Providence of God * : That he orders and over-rules all the 
Affairs of the World; holds all Men and Things in his 
Hands ; can curb and reftrain, weaken or ftrengthen, de- 


liver or deftroy them, juft as he pleafes:' And that he is 


righteous in all the Adminiftrations of Providence; and 
that therefore, when his People appeal to him by War, he’ 
will decide. the Caufe according to Juftice. This Way 
more efpecially the Faith of Fephthah wro’t. IL have not! 
JSinned agaimft thee, {aid he to his Enemies, ut thou dof? me 
Wrong to War againf? me: The Lord the Fudge be Fudge 


this Day between the Children of Uftael and the Children of 
Ammon ||. ‘ i 


It isa hearty Reliance upon the Promifes of God + + A 
Belief that God is fcc in makin ee is st to 
tale them good f, and will not fuffer his Faithfulnefs to 
ail, The Faith of Gideon, Barak and David, had a more 
fpecial Reference to the Promifes God made them. God 
promifed Bayaé, that he would deliver Sifera and his Army 
ints his Hand §; and Gideon, that he would furely be with 
ae and that he fhould Jmite the Midianites as one Man |. 
nd David had many Promifes made to him, that God 
weit be with him and profper him, Thefe good Men 
on raced thefe divine Promifes ; and tho’ there was fome 
eaknefs in their Faith at firft receiving them, they after 
ward moft firmly relied on them,----= . 


~ Wtis @ fiducial Dependance upin God as our God in Cé= 
venant \|\\ ; who hath taken us near to himfelf, and thro’ 


‘brift is reconciled to us, 
It is a dutiful Ackrovoledg i 
Aa lgment of God in all-our Ways §§ 3 
lifting up our Eyes; and Hearts, and Cries to God for 


* Context Ver. 6, 
t Ver. 19. 
<ff[fdbide 


|) Judg. xi, 2 4 4 Vers 136 
§ Chap. iv, 7. { Chap. vi. 16. 

§§. Ver. Da pissy tax delet 

Dire&tion, 


wy -- nae PaW ane: Yoee Come nr 
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Direétion, Prote@ion and Succefs. 


In this Way the Faith 
of good Alexekiah exprefs’d itfelf f. 


It is the Root and Principle of all holy Obedience +3 in- 
fluences to all holy Living ; brings into Subjection to God’s 


Law, and makes: willing and. careful to follow his Orders : - 


Tt produces an entire Refignation to the Will of God in his 


“Rrovidence, that he may do as feemeth him good. 


_ ft fhews itfelf by Works \|: Puts apon ufing the moft apt 
Means and beft Endeayours for Self-prefervation and De- 
fence, and for annoying and repelling an Enemy ; as if all 
depended upon our own Skill and Strength, Courage and 
Condué& ; ftill looking up to God, and depending entirely 
upon him for his Blefling upon all. 


Ina Word, It is @ realizing View of another World §, 
looks more to, the Things that are.not feen, .and that are 
cternal, than to tranfitory vifible Things | : And carries the 
Soul out in earneft Defires after them *, and diligent Pre- 
parations for them. } 


This is the Faith which makes the beft. Soldiers ; and 


the ftronger and more lively. this: Faith is, the more will 
it animate their Courage, and encreafe their Hope of 
Succefs.----- ; | : ane 

But Whence is it that Faith hath this Vertue and Influ- 
ence, to infpire Solders with the bef? Courage, and affure them 


of: Succefs 2 


It is partly from the Divine Sovereignty, Faith is a 
Grace that mott honours God; It.is a Dependance upon 
him alone;  pra@tical and profeffed Acknowledgment: of 
our own Infufficiency, and of his Power and Goodnefs, that 

+. 2/Kings xix; 14. 


SaVermr: 


+ Context Ver. 8. 


: || Ver. 7. 
TRUVicr ATO. fat Mist. COP 


he 
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he is willing and ableto help his People. Tis is pleafing 
to God, and from his fovereign Goodnefs he gives his 
People the Comfort of that which gives him Honour. 
Having by his Spirit ftirred up the Faith of his Servants, 
he doth by the fame Spirit ftir up their Courage. After 
Fephthah’s believing Appeal to God as Judge, it is faids 
hen theSpirit of the Lord came upon bim ||: A martial Spirit, 
a Spirit that did in an uncommon Manner fire him with 
Courage and Zeal againft the Enemies of the Lord’s Peo- 
ple. God delights in the Faith of his People, and from 
his fovereign rich Goodnefs, will not let it go unrewarded. 
When a Man's Ways pleafe the Lord, and this Way of Faith 
always doth, He maketh his Enemies to be at Peace with 
bim*, or yield to him, or‘fall before him. 


tt ts partly from the Nature of Faith. Faith poffeffes the 
Soul with a facredDread of this great God §; a Reverence of 
his Majefty and Greatnefs; a Fear of doing any Thing 
unworthy of him, unbecoming our Relation to him, and* 
difpleafing to his Holinefs: It makes us careful to obferve 
his Laws, follow the Steps of Providence, and yield to the 
Motions of his Spirit. It reprefents God to the Soul, in 
the Glory of his Perfe€tions and Operations ; and caufes us 
to fanétify the Lord of Flofis, and to make bim our Pear, and 
our Dread $: And-when we do this ze Shall not fear nor 
be afraid of Man. A Soul poffels’d with a holy “Fear of 
God, is elevated above the flavifh Fear of Man. As the 
Light of the Sun extinguifhes the Light of a Candle, yea 
of the brighteft Stars ; fo doth the Fear of God drive out 
the undue Fear of Men, the higheft and greateft. They 
that fear God, will not fear them that can kill the Body, 
and after that can do no more, unlefs abufe and difgrace 
the Carcafs. ~The Fear of Man is weakening to the Body 
and Mind, preys upon the Spirits, and makes cowardly 3 
but the Fear of God has a. quite contrary Effeet, The 


fl Judg. xi. 29. * Proy, xvi. 7. § Context Ver. 7. 
t Ifeis viii x2, 12, ; 
Righteous 
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Righteous is bold as a Lion * ; nothing can terrify them. 
The fierceft Enemies, moft cruel Threatnings, and Death 


it felf in the moft frightful Forms, no Ways difmay them. ~ 


A_ notable Inftance of this we have in the three jewi/h Wor- 
thies : They would not be frightned from their God and” 
their Duty, by the ftern Looks, furious Threats, and fla~ 
ming Furnace of Nebuchadnezzar, that Terror of the 
Mighty. > 


Faith reprefents the Enemies of Gods People in a dimi- 
nifhing Light. Unbelief and carnal Fear are apt to mag- 
nify them, As, They are fo numerous, fo expert in 
their Difcipline, fo well furnifh’d with all Kinds of Wea- 
pons, and withal, as they are fuch mighty Men, and are en- 
raged ; and we, compared with them, are few in Num- 
ber, poor and unprovided, have no Might nor Strength. 
But Faith gives God’s People quite another View and 
Account of them, diminifhes them as much a! Senfe and 
Unbelief magnified them. The unbelieving Spies made 
Report of the Inhabitants of Canaan, That all the People 
that they faw in it were Men of great Stature: And there 
they faw the Giants the Sons of Anak, and that they were in 
theit own Sight as Graoppers, and fuch in their Sight too f: 
Little, weak, contemptible Infects. But the Faith of 
Fafa and Caleb, two of that Number of Spies, beheld 
them in a quite different Light; made no Account of 
them, and reported of them as not at all to be fear’d : 
They are Bread for us ty fay they: Not Corn, that will 
take fome Time and Trouble to prepare it for Food : 
But Bread, ground, made up, bak’d, ready to eat: T hey 
arebfehetore uss garnerita.be fed upon, than to be fought 
with. | Where Faith thus leffens Enemies, it will raife 
and keep up the Soldiers Courage in fighting with them. 
Whatever mighty Shews their Enemies make, show for- 
midable foeyer they appear in Battle-array, and how loud 
and threatening foever their Words may be, Faith fhews 


® Prov, xxviii 1. {Numb xili, 32, 93. + Chap. xiv. 9- 
Cc them, 
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them, That they are Men and not God, and their Elorfes 
Filefp and not Spirit ; weak and mortal Creatures. Over- 
rating an Enemy breeds Difcouragement, damps the Spirits, 
and awakens Fear: But feeing them by the Eyes of 
Faith diminifhed to almoft nothing, ftrengthens the feeble 
Knees, raifes up the Hands that hang down, and recovers 
the fainting Spirits. 


Carnal Soldiers many times make Ule of fomething 
like this to to fortify their Minds, and keep up their Spirits. 
They endeavour to think meanly of their Enemies, and 
they fpeak contemptibly of them, as having neither Skill 
nor Valour ; But Faith does this moft fatisfyingly to the 
Soul. 


Faith excites a mighty Spirit of Prayer. _ Faith and 
Prayer ever go together ;_ and the ftronger Faith is, the 
more fervent is Prayer. Believing Soldiers know they can 
call in the Help of God, when Things are come to the 
laft Extremity, and are in fuch a defperate Situation, that 
vain is the Help of Man. And they hope, that the God 
who hears Prayers, and delights in the Prayers of Raith, 
will fome Way appear for them, open fome Way of E- 
fcape, and preferve them from the Rage and Cruelty of 
their Enemies. Believing Soldiers can wreftle with God, 
at the fame Time they are combating with Men: They 
can fhoot up their Prayers to God in the Heavens, while, 
they are difcharging their Shot upon the Enemy in the 
Field. This isa mighty Support to their Spirits, and begets 
in them a holy Confidence in God; in that they know, 
that where Gad gives a Spirit of Prayer, he PaO CRW On ts 
to deny his People the Mercy they have pray’d unto him 
for. They know, that fervent believing Prayer can do 
more and greater Execution than Guns and Swords. 
Thefe have Power with God, and prevail: And rather 
than the Enemy fhould prevail againft an Army of Prayers, 
God will bow the Heavens and come down, fly upon 


the Wings of the Wind for their Help; mufter Rone 
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Militia of Heaven, difcharge his Artillery upon their Ene- 
mics, thunder in the Heavens, fhoot out his Lightnings, 
and fend down. Hailftones, and the great Rain of his 
Strength. Oh what, Courage muft this give praying be- 
Jieving Soldiers, who have a God of infinite Power and 
Goodnefs to cry unto in their Diftrefles! a God with 
whom inwrought fervent Prayers avail much ; and who never 
faid to the Seed of praying wreftling Jacob, feck ye me in 


vain. 


Faith engages and vealizes the gracious Prefence of Ged 
with bis fighting People. It engages the Prefence of God 
with them. God has promifed his People to be with them 
in their Difficulties and Dangers. Faith lays hold of the 
Promife, and pleads it with God: And while the belie- 
ving Soul doth this, God will not leave him nor forfake 
him. By Faith in the Promife, the Believer has a fat 
Hold upon God, and God will not rend away from him. 
Lhe Lord is with bis People, in a Way of Grace and Fa- 
vour, while they are with him, in the Way of Faith and 
Duty *.----- And Faith realizes the gracious Prefence of 
‘God with them : ‘That he goes forth with their Armies, 
accompanies them in the Field of Battle, beholds the Num- 
ber, Force and Rage of their Enemies, and their Weak- 
nefs and[Jependance upon him. And befides, Faith real zes, 
that God is not prefent with them only as an unconeern’d 
Spetator, but ftands ready to help them in all that they 
need, and call upon him for: To guide their Counfels 
cover their Heads, direct their Shot, {trengthen their Hi 
and Hands, and fight for them by his Power and Provi- 
dence. 


Surely this will kindle the Fire in every Soldier's ae 
give Life and Spirit, and ftrengthen with all Might. If 


God be far us, who can be againf? us Pe lhaGourent tor 
‘us, -who cam profper that fight againft us? When David 


* 9 Chron, xv. 2. + Rom. viii, ah, 
C2 


could 
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could fay, The Lord is on my Side, he adds, IT will not 
fear what can Man do unto me* 2 If God be with the 
Armies of his People, tho? an Hoft, vaftly fuperior to 
them, encamp. againft them, they will not fear.. God’s 
Prefence will be their Defence : The Lord will go before 
them, and their God will be their Rearward f- 


e 
The Prefence of God with his People was always: e- 
fteemed a fufficient Reafon for fortifying their Minds a- 
gainft their Enemies. God himfelf ufes this as an Ar- 
gument for their Courage. J will be with thee, Z will 


Pal. cxviii, 6, + fais li, x2. ¢ Joth. i, 5s 6 
§ 2 Chron, xx, 15,17. {| Chap. xaxil. % i 
~ . ah 
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Faith fees the Glory of God much interéfied in the Wars 
of his People: And this fires them with Zeal and Cou 
rage. God’sGlory lies nearer the Hearts of his People, 
than any of their own Interefts; ‘nd they will venture 
harder to fecure, defend, and vindicate that, than any 
Thing of their own. In this Cafe they will not count 

: their Lives dear to them, nor love them to the Death. 


One Thing that very much contributes to lead Soldiers 
on to gallant and brave A@tions in Fight, is the Honour of 
their King and Couniry: For the Honour of their Prince, 
they will behave with the utmoft Refolution and Obftina- 
cy. Surely the Honour of God will as much fway with 
the believing Soldier, in fighting the Lord’s Battles. Should 
the Enemy prevail, what would God do for his “great 
Name? What would the blafphemous gyptians fay ? 
And therefore'to prevent their blafphemous Reproaches, 
the Chriftian Soldier is willing to jeopard his Life, and 
fpend his Blood. It.is not fo much for the Honour of 
his King ( tho’ this is dear to him ) as of his Gon, that 
he fights. It is the Caufe of God,.and Religion, and his 
People, he is fighting for : And the Tho’t of this adds 
Vigour to his Spirit, and Force to his Arms. It was 
the Senfe of this that ftirred up David’s Spirit, and em- 
bolden’d him to enter the Lifts with enormous Goliah : 
He defied the Armies of the living God * 5; and thereby vir- 
tually defied the living God, Ufrael’s Ged, the God of Armies. 
David’s Zeal for God’s Glory armed him with Refolution 
to undertake the Fight, and his Faith bro’t him off a 


Conqueror. 


Faith commits the Body and Soul, and all their Concerns 
into the Hands of God. It puts over all that we are and 
have unto God, for him to look after, take Care of, and 
difpofe of, juft as he pleafes. Itis the Property and Pri- 
viledge of Faith, to devolve all our ‘Cares and Concerns 


© y Sam. xvile 360 
vpon 
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upon God; to caft our Burdens on him, and commit 
the Keeping of our Soulsto him. And Faith knows that 
God’s Hands are fafe, powerful, and merciful Hands: 
That he is able to keep what we have committed to him. 
Now what has that Soldier to fear, who hath lodged all 
that he hath in fuch glorious Hands? He knows his E- 
nemies can have no Power againft him, except it be given 
them from above: That not an Hair of his Head can fall 
to the Ground, much lef a Drop of his Blood, or his 
‘Life, without the Will of his heavenly Father : And thas 
God will give them no more Power againft him, than 
fhall be moft for his Glory. He knows God can fuftain 
him under the greateft Burdens, deliver him in the moft 
imminent Dangers, and preferve him untouch’d, unhurt 


in the midft of Swords, Shot and Deaths. Such .a_belie- 
ving Soldier hath nothing to terrify him, nothing to be~ 


careful about; but to keep in the Way of Duty, and 
leave the Event to God.. He can bade his Fellow-Sol- 
diets, and urge them on to the Fight, as feab that famous 
General in Z/rael did 3 Be of good Courage, and let us play 
the Aden for our People, and for the Cities of our God: And 
the Lord do that which Seemeth him good t. 


Faith calls frefh to Mind, and feeds upon, the wonderful 
Appearances of God for his People in Times paft, againft their 
Enemies; and takes Courage from thence, with Refpect to 
prefent Engagements: And more efpecially doth it thus, 
when the People of God are bro’t into the fame Mounts 
of Difficulty, Diftrefs, and Danger that God’s People were 
y in former Generations, Then it remembers the Years of 
RE Hand of the Moft High, and encourages the 
fer sees Soul to hope for the fame almighty Power to de- 

sities ftrengthen him, the fame unerring Wifdom to 
ee ue him, and the fame rich Goodnefs to fupply him. 
oe aids Thou breaks the Heads of Leviathan in Pieces, 
and “gavel him to be Meat to the People inhabiting the 


ft 2 Sam, x. 2. . 
Wilderne/s. 
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Wildernefs *, They fed their Souls with the Sweetnefs of 
this Mercy. ‘* This Providence was meat to their 
«¢ Faith and Hope, to fupport and comfort them in Re- 
«¢ ference tothe other Difficulties, they were likely to meet 
s¢ with in the Wildernefs, ”’ 


Carnal old Soldiers are wont to keep up their Courage, 
by recounting how many Wars they have ferved in ; how 
many Battles they,have fought 5 what Dangers they have 
been in ; what Wounds they have received ; what narrow 
Efcapes they have made with their Lives; and how ma- 
ny Vigtories they have won: The Remembrance of thefe 
Things infpires them with frefh Courage. But the A@- 
ings of Faith upon God’s Works of Power and Mercy for 
his People, will do it much better. How mightily will 
this embolden the Soldier’s Spirit, when his Faith affures 
him, that this Ged of Salvation is the fame God that ever 
he was; that his Arm is not fhortned, nor his Love ‘abated. 
Oh, to believe, that as God hath delivered his People, and 
doth ftil] deliver them, he will yet deliver them.----Once 
More, , r : 

Finally 5 

Faith looks to the Glory and Bleffedne/s of the unfeen eternal 
Worid ; and this adminifters Courage- Faith is the Evi- 
dence of Things not fen t: It givesa realizing prefentiating 
View of another: World, and of the great Good that is 
laid up for Believers there : And it begets 2 good Hope of 
Coming to the'Enjoyment of it, whenever God fhall call 
out of this World ; yea, and fometimes it enables the 
Chrifian to fee his Title to it: It rifes up to the Riches of 
the ful] Affurance of Faith and Hope. The Chriftian thus 
rais’d in the Actings of Faith and Hope, has nothing to 
terrify him : He can with the greateft Prefence of Mind, 
and unfhaken Fortitude of Soul, ruth into the midft of E- 
Nemies and Danger, when Duty calls him. Death is ne 


* Pfal. Isxiv. 14, ¢ Context, Vers r. 
é‘ ‘Terres 
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Terror to him. When there is nothing but Blood and 

Death around him, his Heart is undaunted, becaufe his 

Faith fhews him a Crown of Life and Glory referved in 
, the Heavens for him. 


Carnal Soldiers look for only fome temporal Reward, a 
Garland of Flowers, a little higher Poft, 2 more honourable 
Commiffion ; or to enrich themfelves with the Spoil of the 
Enemy, or, if they fallin Battle, to have it faid of them, 
They died in the Bed of Honour. Thefe are forry trifling 
Confiderations, and yet they ferve mightily to embolden 
them in Fight. But furely, if Soldiers will make fuch ad- 
ventrous and defperate Pufhes on the Enemy, only for a 
corruptible Crown, the Honour that comes from Men 3 the 
Chriftian Soldier’s Faith will urge him on to do fo, for an’ 
fncorruptible. He that by Faith knows, that if he loofes 
his Life on Earth, fighting the Caufe of God and his Peo- 
ple, he fhall win a Crown in Heaven, @ far more exceeding 
and eternal Weight of Glory, will not. cout his Life dear to 
tim. He that fights, and keeps Heaven in his Eye, will 
not want Courage. This Faith, which has render’d Mar- 
tyrs patient and joyful in the midf& of Flames, will make 
Soldiers fo in the moft dreadful Scenes of War. 


Thus Faith gives Soldiers the beft Courage. And as ‘T 
faid before, the more lively and ftrong the Aétings of Faith 
are, the more and better is the Courage. - 


_ And Faith makes /ucce/iful Soldiers too. We find it fo 
in the many Inftances upon facred Record. God’s People 
always won the Day when: they fought in Faith.----They 
who are the beft, moft {kilful and courageous Gentrals, 
and have been very fuccefsful, yet fometimes mect with a 
Difcomfiture; loofe the Day, and quit the Field: But 
Faith ever prevails. This cals in, and engages God and his 
Providence to fight for his People. And tho? God do not 
now miraculoufly interpofe for his People, yet he fo orders 
Matters in Providence, as ¢o accomplifh SucceiS for them, 

a aS 
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as furely, as if it was bro’t about by apparent Miracles. 
The Finger of God is very vifible in it; the Arm of the 
Lord is made bare ; his almighty Pewer difcovered, to the 
Admiration and Joy of his own People, and to the Afta- 
nifpment and Ruin of their Enemies. God fo orders 
Things in Providence, that at the very Inftant of Time, 
when his People ftand in need of Help from him, they re- 
ceive it: And tho? it be not purely. a miraculous Interpofition 
of Providence, it is a very extraordinary and remarkable 
ones and was to them according to their Faith : They be- 
et ated that he would appear for them, but in 
which 5 they knew not: And when, as to all outward 
Means they could look to, all Hope perifhed, then in the 
Maunt it has been fen. Te were eafy to produce many In- 
fances to prove this, were it needful,----Was it not by 
this fignal Interpofition of Providence, in Anfwer to Faith 
and Prayer, that God in former Times delivered the En- 
glifh Nation from the Spanifh Invafion 2 Was it not. from 
the fpecial Appearances of God for’ his People of Mew- 
England, by caufing Jirong Winds to fulfil bis Word, and by 
fending wafting Sicknefs among them, that we were of 
very late Time delivered from the French Fleet that came 
inco thefe Northern Seas, with Orders to make ‘all defolate 
that they could come at ? And was it not the fignal Provi- 
dence of God that fucceedéd our Siege of Louifbourgh 5 
wonderfully changing the ufual Courfe of the Winter, both 
bore, in preparing for it, and there, in’ fighting againft it, 
till it was furrendred, and not @ Day longer. This Succefs 
and Salvation God gave his People in Anfwer to their 
Faith and Prayer. God never difappoints the well-groun- 
ded, well regulated, and well-experienced Faith of his: 
People. 


God enquires of Job, * Haft thou entred into the Trea~ 
ures of the Snow ? Or haft thou Sein the Treafures of the 
‘Hail 2 which Ihave prepared againf? the Time of Trouble, a= 


* Job xxxvili, 22, 23, 
D 


againft 
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gainft the Day of Battle and War. ‘Godhath thefe Trea~ 
fures'\'to’ bring in the: Day of . Battle and War: With 
them he fights againft finful Men. And, as Mr. Henry 
notes upon the Place, <* Sometimes they come fo oppor- 
“-tunely to ferve the Purpofes of Providence, in God’s 
§* fighting for his People, and againft their Enemies, that 
“*one would think, they were laid up as Magazines or 
© Stores of Arms, and Ammunition, and Provifion againft 
s¢ the Time of Trouble, and the Day of Battle. ”” 


a 


» Faith is a prevailing Thing with God: It takes hold of 
God’s Strength, and like acob, if 1 may be allow’d the 
Expreffion, «* Clofes in with God; and refufes to let him 
‘* go without a Bleffing, a Deliverance from’ E/au, an en- 
sc raged Enemy.” Indeed Faith will obtain almoft every 
Thing from God. The Prayer of Faith avails much: 
Who can fay how much? God faith to it, Concerning the 
Werk of my Hands, command ye me *.. Be it unto thee even’ 


as thou wilt t. Blefled are they that believe, they {halt — | © 


fee the Performances of all Things. ‘Their Faith and Hope 
being fet in God, fhall never make afhamed. 


© Viétory is of the Lord ++ And to whom will he give it, + 


if not to his own believing fighting People? Then are the 
Weapins of their Warfare, tho? carnal, mighty thro’ God, 
when-managed by the Hand of Faith, to the pulling down 
the firong Holds of their Enemies. Be their Walls as high 
as thofe of Fericho, as thick and {trong as thofe of Babylon, 
and defended with Towers and Batteries; down they muft 
come, when Faith engages them); or the Gates of Iron 
and Brafs muft fly open. . The ftrongeft Armies muft flee 
or fall before Faith. This makes the People of God in- 
vincible, and vi€torious, 


\ What a Series of Viaories did David obtain over his 
Enemies? He purfued and overtook them, neither didsbe turn 


# Tia, aly. xx. Mat..xv. 28. Prov. xxl. 31+ 
Ogain 
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again till they were confumed™. He wounded them, th, 
aes not able torife t+. He fubdued under him thofe se nig 
up againft him +. He beat them {mall as the Du before. the 
Wind, he caf them out as the Dirt in the Streets |. Great 
Deliverances God gave to him, and great Victories he wro’e 
for him §, and all was, becaufe the Lord was bis Rock, and 
his Fortre/s, and bis Deliverer ; bis God, his Strength, in 
quhom he trufted, his Buckler, and the Horn of his Salvation, 
and bis bigh Tower \\\|. David’s Faithiin God obtained 
thefe Succeffes for him : And if we had the Faith of Da- 
_ vids doubtlefs we fhould have the like Succefs. The Faith 
_ of God’s People is as pleafing and honorary to God now, 
as then, and will as furely engage God on their Side, 
When God’s People fight againit their Enemies by Faith 
and Prayer, God will fight againft them too by his Power 
and Providence : Not a Man hall be able to ftand againft 


*).., them : Either they muft run, or be ruined.---- 


ns 


_€ . many of them are fuch Fools @s to fay in their Hearts, There 


Should not rhis fiir up Gentlemen of the military Life and 

* Order, to get and exercife this Faith, which makes the beft 
Soldiers, the moft valiant and ‘victorious, Efpecially fince 
Valour and Viétory are their greateft. Glory.----Perhaps 
an Exhortation to it may be deemed by them foolifh and 
ridiculous.----Alas, the generality of Soldiers, ’tis to be 
feared, are of that Character, Unreafenable and wicked Men, 
that have not Faith §§ : That have not God in all their 
“Tho’ts 3 living, ating, fighting in the World without 
God: That have no Fear of Godin their Hearts: That 
call not upon his Name, unlefs in a Way of horrible Cur- 
fing and Swearing : hat have no Reverence for his 
Word, nor Regard to any of the Operations of his Hands 
and Providence. Yea, may it not be juftly feared, that 


jsno God, no Providence, nO Heaven, nor Hell? Are they 
not generally Men that trifle with the moft folemn and im- 


* Pal. xviii. g7. t Vet. 38. Ver. 30. || Ver. 420 
j Ver, 5a. {ill Vers ae §§ 2 Thef iii, 2.» 
D2 portant 
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portant Things, and make a Mock of all that is facred ? 
Such Gentlemen Soldiers would doubtlefs take in Difdain 
this Kind of Exhortation; make it the Subject of their 
Mirth and Railery ; and condemn the Preacher for a, dull 
Phanatic, that would make them Enthufiafts and Madmen, 
rather than accomplifh’d Soldiers. 


Soldiers of this Stamp think Religion makes Men Cow- 
ards: That 2 Man will never make a gallant, brave, bold 
Fellow in the Army, ’till he has thrown off all Veneration’ 
for the Deity, and all Regard to Religion: That he will 
never dare to look his Enemies in the Face, unlefs he be 
fo horridly impious as to fly in the Face of his Maker 5 
nor to ftorm a City, or enter a Breach, ’till he ftorm 
Heaven itfelf, with his horrid Imprecations, and blafphe- 
mous Oaths. All they defire is, to have good Guns and 
Swords ; a good General, a well difciplin’d Army, and 
compleat Artillery; and then, thew them their Enemies. 
They truft in their own Bow, their Swords, Guns, Bombs, 
Cannon, Ships and Horfes, becaufe they are many - They 
truft in their own Prowefs and Policy, Strength and Con- 
duét, and what, in an heathenifh Manner, they call, their 
Good Fortune, 


An Army made up of fuch Men, has no true Counts 
init. ‘They may be ventrous and fool-hardy, but not truly 
valiant. ‘True Courage is founded in Reafon, and a 
pered and guided by Prudence ; and is as different aa 
diftant from Rafhnefs and Fury, as Reafon is from Phrenly 
or Religion from enthufialtic Wildnefs. The Courage © 
fuch Men, fuch asit is, arifes from their Inconfiderations 
Infidelity, Ignorance, Pride and Arrogance 3 OF from Guts 
Coveteoufnels ; or from an unmanly cruel Difpofitions 
that delights in Blood and Slaughter. 


' ivel 
Did they truly know their State 5 Had they 2 livey 
Apprehenfion of their Guilt, and the dreadful Punifhmel® 
which awaits thera in another World ; it would pall thelr 
Courages 


——— 
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Courage, and drink up°their Spirits. Should God difplay 
the Tokens of his Wrath in the Works of Providence ; 
Should God look upon their Hearts, as he did upon the 
Hoft of the Zgyptians, they would be as much troubled 
and terrified as the Zgyptians were 5 and like Bel/bazzer, 
their Countenances would change, their Tho’ts trouble 
them, the Joints of their Loins be loofed, and their Knees 
fmite againft each other.’ Their mighty Men would go 
into the Holes ofthe Rocks, and into the Caves of the 
Earth for fear of the Lord, and for the Glory of his Ma- 
jefty. Yea, thefe great Men, and chief Captains, and 
mighty Men, would cry to the Mountains and Rocks to 
fallon them. Fear and the Pit would be before thems 
and Deftrudtion from the Lord.be a Terror to them. Wr 
Solomon tells us, The Wicked fize when no Man purfueth *. 
Their vain guilty Confciences terrify them 5 they are 
frighted at their own Shadow; ftart and run at the Sha- 
king of a Leaf, Sin, and the Senfe of Guilt, make Cow- 
ards : And however carnal atheiftical Men may bear if 
out for a While, their Fears will overtake them. 


But, E 

Gentlemen of the Artillery, I am perfwaded better Things 
of you, Things that accompany Salvation. You are Chri - 
tians, profeffing Godlinefs ;_fome of you have obtained a 
a good Report in the Church of God 5 and fome of von 
purchafed to yourfelves a good Degree, and, I hope, Bold- 
nefs in the Faith. * Since you fee how excellent and necef- 
fary a Qualification Faith is for a Soldier, you will be de- 
firous of it, that you may become, Soldiers, the bef of 
Soldiers.--- : 


Doubtlefs, Gentlemen, You are expert in War. Your 
Genius, Calling, Studies and frequent Exercifes, have na 
doubt accomplih’d you in military Skill: And the honou- 
table Commiffions which many of you bear under his Zc 


* Prove xXVilie Eo ty; 
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lay, have no doubt quickened your Ambition to cultivate 
ie ieee _Difpofition, and excell in military _Know- 
8¢ 5 efpecially fince our Captain General has difcovered 


fuch a martial Spirit and Zeal againft our Enemies, in ad- 


vifing and promoting an Expediti i 
UNsLIDs pedition againft them at Cape. 
Hees 3 which God wonderfully fuccesded z--els ftill ect 
noe ere againft our Enemies at Crown Point: Com- 
a ps un ach a Governour fhould make you induftri- 
ean ee Loe of being good Soldiers. The honoura- 
‘ _ ple of the Governour fhould be a ftrong Argu- 
ment hereto, You underftand the Beat of the Drum 
and the Exercife of all your Arms; can keep Rank and 


File; know how to 
: ; advance and r 3 
the various military Figures, treat, and can perform 


*Doubtlefs you have a natural Fortitude of Mind, a noble 


Vali : 

era Soul: But yet, if you would be Herees, to 

Fath: Whoneullittty Accomplifhments, you muft add 

lk nes other Qualifications you have, and in 

on g ¥ pa eétion foever, if you have not Faith, One 
if 15 lacking, yea, the chief Thing ; that which will in- 


foi j 
ee with the beft Courage, and give you the fureft 


Gentlemen, You know that 

pads a holy God, for the-provo- 
King Sins among us, hath bro’t#W/gy site aie Borders The 
word of the Wildernefs is drawn againft us, and making 
Havock in our inland Frontiers, And you cannot but 
remember the Defigns and Attempts of the French againkt 
5 me Sea's and what an Alarm and Confternation it threw 
ountry into. How foon God may fend fuch Num- 
bers of Enemies againft us, as may call yoz into the Field 
of Battle, to Jeopard your Lives in fighting for our God, 
and for the Cities of our God, none can tell.----Still Ini- 
quity abounds in the Mig@ Of us.e2-We have indeed had 
avgreat Shew of Religion im the Land, and I hope it hath 
not been-a meer Shew. But for all, Ate We not an 
hypocritical People? and for that Reafon the People of 
‘ God’s 
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 God’s Wrath, who therefore makes the Indians and the 
French, the Rod of his Anger, and gives them a Charge to 
take the Spoil, and take the Prey. Now ee hope, 


God will, in the midft of Judgment, remember Mercy for 
us, yet we may not expectit in a miraculous Way. We 
mutt not think to do as J/rael of old were ordered, Stand 


fill, and fee the Salvation of God; doing nothing ourfelves. 
N 


o: We mutt be up and doing, working and fighting for 
our Lives: We mutt play the Men for our Religion and 
People ; for our Churches and Country, Surely it behoves 
you, Yeu, Sirs, efpecially upon whom our Eyes are for 
Leaders ina Day of Battle, to be thoro’ly verfed in the 
Art of War, and to have all thofe Qualifications that may, 
render you the moft finifh’d Officers and Soldiers. If you 
would prove valiant in Fight, and turn the Armies of the A- 
liens to Flight, you mutt add to your Knowledge, Vertue; and 
to Vertue, Faith: This will make your Courage of the 
right Sort. Iflike Gideonand Barak, Fephthab and David, 
thofe renowned Warriours and Conquerors, you would 
deliver your People, and drive the Enemy from the Gales 
If you would gain any ViGtory over them, it mult Bg thro 

Faith. Without this you cannot hope, upon any eripture 
Grounds, to do any thing againft. them, to Purpofe S aa 
you have Reafon to fear, whether God will not {ea 5 a 
Terrors into you, and caufe your Hearts to beanie as an 
Trees of the Wood are moved by the mighty Wind 5 Fe oat a 
plexed:and confounded in your Counfels, toft and shaker 
out of the Poffeffion of your Souls. é 


4 Obthen, Have Faith in God, Believe his Wate and 
{. fhall be eftablifhed : Settle your Hearts in the Belie " 
his governing Providence : “Thatihe who concerns, himfelf 
in the leaft Things that befall,a Perfon, is much mergers 

cerned in the great Affairs of his. People, where Re ie 9 
and the Interefts of Chri/??s Kingdom, are much gener 1 
Raife your Faith to the Promifes of the Word; an Cie 
hold of them for your Ejtablifhment and Supports) * a 
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up your Intereft in the Bleffings of the Redeemer’s Purchafe; 


and labour for the full Affurance of Faith. 


Live se Exercife of Faith. Faith is for daily Ufes 
and by exercifing, it grows. And efpecially, live in the 
lively Exercife of it in thefe Times, as that, which will truly 
fpirit you to go out againft'theEnemy, fhould you be called 
teit and which will keep up your Spirits in all the Fa- 
tigues and Dangers of War. To bélieve and know, that 
you are called of God, and have his gracious Prefence with 
you, his glorious Perfeétions to fhield you, his Providence 
to guard you, his Spirit to’ lead you, and his Angels to en- 
camp about you ; Oh, how would this elevate your Spirits, 
sralavigorate your Minds. You might then fing in thofe 

trains of Faith ; God isin the mid of us, we fhall not be 
Lasts : God Soall help usy ‘and that right early: The Lord of 

; ie is with us ; the God of Jacob is our Refuge: He break- 
a 4 the Bow, and cutteth the Spear in funder > He burneth the 
rae 10 in the Fire *, ~The Horfe and his Rider hath he 
TEN to the Ground. If in the Name of Ged, and Faith in 
an) ame, you fet up your Banners, the Lord will hear you i 
fod ay of Trouble; the Name of the God of Jacob will de- 
‘posi Fle will fend you Help from the Sanéiuary, and 
the a en you out of Zion ¢. He will cover your Hzads in 
will ay of Battle, and preferve your Souls alive. Nay he 

Not only defend you, but give you Succefs againft your 

emies ; put them to the Rout, and make them flee be- 
If you fhould -be in any prefing Dangers, he 
l upon the Eeavens for your Help, and in his Excel- 


Re Paap 3 
ney upon the Sky.----Oh, Bleffed is that Man whofe God 


the Lord} Blefiea ; A - 

ree dis that A that takes God into the 
Pek them apainedheix Ae ernie) Rather than they 
Hands aoa Prevail, he would take the Work into his owa 
His righ is right Hand would dajp the Enemy in Pieces? 


Hand and holy Arm would get then the Victory. 


R a 
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= But becaufe the Sword devours one a8 well as another, 
and a/good Man; full of Faith and of the Holy Ghoft, may 
“fall in Battle ; confider, ifhedoth, he not only dies in the 
Bed of. Honour, as Men call it; but he dies in Peace, as 
godly 7yfiah did, who was flain in Battle. He is only fene 
fo Heaven an eafier Way, than by languifhing Sicknefs 
and alittle fooner than, it feems, he otherwife might have 
been. He enters intoPeace, and wings away to thatWorld, 
where God makes Peace in his high Places, where Love 
reigns in_every Breaft, where he fhall no more hear the 
confufed Noife of the Watriour, nor fee Garments roll’d in 
Blood. His Warfare is accomplifh’d : He puts off his 
Hiarnefs, lays by his Gun and Sword, and Soldier's Apparel 
and Apparatus, is cloathed in a white Robe, and a Palm is 

ut into his Hand: Yea, he is gone to that bleffed World, 
swhere he finds himfelf out of the Reach of his /piritual Ene- 
mies, and hath no Oceafion to combat with them any moré. 


See now the Excellency and Ufefulnefs of F. aith, im ma- 
aging the Wars of the Lord. What David {aid of the 
Dae T of Goliah, There is none like it t 3 1 may fay of Faith, 
we js no military Qualification like it 5 and muft advife 
there « bleffed Paul doth of the fpiritual Armour, Above all 
yous js Shield of Faith *. Leave nothing untried to gain 
zahe Hy Underfanding in the Art and Affairs of War: 
a goo ou muft have, or you cannot fight in Faith; and ha- 
TP bis fuffer me.to putan Above all, to Faith. , 
it . § 
“Jy. Chriftian Soldiers fhould have fomething to diffe- 
surety bal Heathens and Idolators.. And tie can 
ce if not their Faith? Our Enemies have Swords,Guns, 
A THatchets, a8 well a3 we : They have been trained up 
mn n their Way, as well as We in our’s 3 and are as 
£0 AB sinit. ea and they invocate their Gods and 
eeintt to help them, and depend upon their Help. And 
Thall not Chrifian Soldiers do ons Thing more than they ? 
tr Sam. xx ge ® Eph. vist, , 
: Stak Ffpecially > 
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Efpecially when they haye a God, who invites their Truft 
in him, is pleafed with it, and accounts himfelf glorified by it. 


Hfononred Sirs, Labour to get fuch a Faith in God, thro’ 
Chrift ; that if you fhould be called to go forth againft, and 
meet and fight your Enemies, you may be able to addrefs 
them as David, that religious young Hero, did Goliah, Thou 
comef? to me with a Sword, and witha Spear ; but r come 6 
thee in the Name of the Lord of Hofts*: And to give that 
believing Shout, that Gideon and his Soldiers did, The Sword 
of the Lord, and of Gideon t: The Sword of the Lord, and 
of his People.----Oh what a Damp would this ftrike tothe 
Enemy, and what a Prefence of Mind, and Fortitude of 
Soul, would it give to yourfelves ! 


But, Whatever your Thoughts may be of the Ufe and 
Excellency of Faith, in managing War with your Fellow- 


Mortals ; yet there are other Enemies that you, and all of uss: 


have to fight with: For we wre/tle, not only againft Fle/h and 
Blood 3 but againf? Principalities, and Powers, and the Rulers 
of the Darkne/s of this World, and fpiritual Wickednegies + 
And there is no carrying on the War valiantly and fuccefs- 
fully with thefe, without Faith. The Devil, with his Le- 
tons, in Confederacy with our own Lufts, are warring a- 
Bainft Our Souls: He lays his Snares for us, fhoots his fiery: 
artsat us, and makes the moft violent Affaults upon us 
Guns and Swords, carnal Weapons, are of no Service if 
this {piritual Wararel This Leviathan effeemeth fron a5 
law, and Brafs as rotten Wood: Makes not the leaft AG 
Sount of them.” Nor are the Reafonings and Refolutions © 
our own Minds fuficient to withftand him. No Weapons 
but Faith and Prayer, are fuitable for an Engagement with 
him and thefe willdo, Faith will give us Courage 47 
gain this infernay Enemy. put Strength into our Souls, an? 
make us ftedfaft in refiting pim. This will guench his fierd 


Darts, and fruftrate all his mifchievous Defigns' and At 


* 5 Sam, xvii Vile 205 he Vie 126 
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tempts againft us, Without Faith we fhall never approve 
ourfelves good Soldiers of Fe/us Chrift, nor endure Hardnefs 
for him: We fhall not be able to fland inthe evil Day, 
when it comes to refiffing unto Blood, Without this we 
fhall never fight the good Fight of Faith. When once we 
loofe our Faith, we fhall loofe our Strength; and like 
Sampfor, when his Locks were fhorn, {hall become weak 
like other Men, and the Enemy will make an eafy Conqueft 
of us, and take us captive at his Will.----But Faith, ina 
lively Exercife, will animate us in our fpiritual Confliéts, 
make us bold and couragious, ftrong and ftedfaft ; and en- 
able us to ftand our Ground. This will make us ffrong in 
the Lord, and in the Power of his Might; and by this we 
Shall come off more than Conquerors; make the Devil flee 
from us, and fall as Lightning from Heaven before us. 
This is the Viétory that overcometh the World, and Satan the 
God of it, even our Faith +.---- Oh, Let us all labour to 

et this precieus Faith, that we may be able to Manage our 
fpiritual Warfare with fpiritual Valour, and with Succefs. 


There is another Warfare, wherein we are all engaged 5 
and none of us can plead or obtain an Exemption: 4 ar 
in which there is no Difcharge * for any, of any Station, 
Order, Age or Sex ; and in which we muft all fall. The 
laft Enemy, Death; an unavoidable, irrefiftible Encmy, 
will e’er long make his Attacks upon us, and in fpight of 
all Reluétance and Refiftance, will carry the Day ; For na 
Man hath Power over the Spirit, to retain it: Neither. baih 
ha Power in the Day of Death t- Death is the univerfal 
Conqueror.----A moft formidable Enemy this ' the King o 
Terrors, Without Faith, there is no Way to combat with 
him. But Faith fortifies the Chriftian, He will not ftand 
trembling and aghaft at his grim Afpe&, and frightful Ap- 
proach. No; he goes forthto meet him, challenges him 
todo his worft, and patiently and joyfully receives the kil: 
Jing Stroke. Faith puts that Song of Triumph into his 


4 1Johv.4. * Eccl, viii. 8. $ Ibid. 
; E2 ‘ Heart 


it 


RR SE LE Pehl ey err ee See Pee 


36 True FAITH 


Heart and Lips, Ob Death, where is thy Sting? Ob Grave, 
where is thy Vitory'? Thanks be to God, which giveth us the 
ViGiory, thro? our Lord Fefus Chrift t. Nay, 


Faith alters the Nature and Property of Death, and fhews ” 


the Believer, that it is a Privilege and Favour to him, “and 
aés the Part of a Friend ; delivers him from all the Snares 
and Sorrows, Temptations and Miferies of this Life, and 
introduces him into the Joy, the Glory, and the Bleffednefg 
of the next. The dying Saint, when in the raifed Exer- 
cifes of Faith, gives Death a welcome Reception ; He re- 
joices that the Time of his Departure is nigh at Hand, and 
defires to depart and be with Chrift, which, in his gracious 
Efteem, is by far'the beft ofall. 


Thus doth Faith make the Chriftian more than a Con- 
queror over this laft Enemy. And nothing but Faith will 
do it.----An unbelieving Sinner may die without any Bands, 
any Terrors in his Confcience ; yea, and with a Kind of 
Hope and Joy, but it proceeds from Ignorance and Stupi- 
dity. Where a Sinner is really awakened to know his true 
State, to feel the Guilt of Sin in his Confcience, and to have 
a Profpeét of where is he going, and muft take up his ever- 
lafting Abode, Horror takes hold of him.’ Oh, the ama- 
zing Dolours and Anguith of his Sou! ! To him Death is 
dreadful indeed. He cannot live, and he dares not die. 
Oh, the carne? Cries he now fends up to the God of his Life, 
for a little longer Time, for a Space for Repentance | Oh, 
the-folemn Promifeshe makes of living better for Time to 
come) if God will fpare his. Life.---- He dies‘in the* ucmoft 
Diltrefs andAgony of Soul, fill’d with a fearful Looking for of 
Judgment, and fiery Thdignation, to devour him. But maré 


the perfect Ma: * D yas 
the prfel) Man and bbeld the Upright, for the End of hat 
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